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analysis. The late Sir Halford Mackinder was among the first
of geographers to postulate such a world pattern. He stressed
the need of recognizing "geographical realities", and concluded
that "the unequal growth of nations" is the cause, directly
or indirectly, of the great wars of history and is "in large measure
. . . the result of the uneven distribution of fertility and
strategical opportunity upon the face of our Globe".1
More recently, Professor Fawcett2 has re-examined the
views of Mackinder and shows that the latter was right when
he asserted that "Who rules East Europe commands the
Heartland", but that Mackinder's second famous dictum, "Who
rules the Heartland commands the World Island", is "much
less certain",3 because the interior of the Old World is at
present inadequately populated and insufficiently developed
to provide the man-power and material resources with which
to overcome the more densely populated marginal lands.
Finally Professor Fawcett concludes:
"But, if the Interior power were to extend its rule over
the rest of Europe, then the combination of Europe and the
Heartland, i.e. an extension to the widest strategic Heartland,
would give resources sufficient to command the other marginal
regions of Mainland, and so to rule the World Island."4
The validity of this concept of a world pattern is beyond
dispute, and the contrast between interior and marginal lands
may become more marked when the Soviet Union has had time
to recover from the effects of war. The present alignment of
the major States also seems to reflect this geographical pattern.
The British Commonwealth and Empire, the U.S.A. and
France, all of which fit into Mackinder's scheme of marginal
Powers, are clearly united in opposition to Soviet Russia
as far as world affairs are concerned. Considered strategically,
the Soviet Union possesses many advantages in this arrange-
ment: internal lines of communication, compact and con-
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